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HESSE two Sermons (printed at your Re- 
2 1 

queſt) I beg your Acceptance f. As it is 

a Preſent from a Friend, poſſibly you may 

take it kind, as, I aſſure you, they are de- 

fign'd for your Good, I hope you'll conſider them well. 
1f fo, your End will be anſwered, and ſo will mine. 


Don't be diſcourag*d at the Deſertion of one of 
our * Neighbours ; as he ſeems determin'd to prove all 
Things, I hope af laſt be'll hold faſt that which 1s 


good. 
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ber Ch 5. v. 23. 
The very God of Peace | anftify % wholly ; and I 
pray God your whole Spirit and Soul, and Body be 


preſerved blameleſs to _— Coming of our Lord 
Teh Grip, 


ls Bride i. d bey * Firſt, in Order 
<0 of Time, of all the E9 Epiſtles that St. Paul 
8 "3 wrote. It contains a great deal of ſound 

and uſeful Doctrine, and is manifeſtly cal- - 
culated for the Promotion of Happineſs Private and 
Social, Temporal as well as Eternal. 

With Regard to theſe Theſſalonians St. Paul had 
gain'd a very confiderable Point, He had the Plea- 
ſure of Writing to thoſe who well weigh'd and con- 
ſider d what he wrote. Not but he met with ſome 
very implacable Enemies here as well as in other 
Places. Some unbelieving Jews in particular, who 
behav'd themſelves in a very diſorderly Manner, 
gave great Offence to the Apoſtle, and very much 
| obſtructed the Efficacy. and Succeſs of his Labours. 
But as to the Generality of them, his Preaching 
and his Entrance in unto them, as he expreſſes him-. 
— (Ch. 2. v. I. + was nob in vain. They plainly 
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© Cretins N is * a \ different Opinion and thinks that what u 


call the Second, was wrote before it. But the Learned have agreed, 
that i in this he was miſtaken. 


Per- 
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perceiv'd from every Part of his Conduct, that his 
whole and ſole Deſign was, and could be, only, to 
make them good Men and good Chriſtians. To 
this End, he did not uſe the little, mean Artifice of 
flattering Words, (Verſe 5.) his Cauſe was too good 
to ſtand in Need of that, he did not put on the 
wicked, villainous Cloke of Covetouſneſs, in order 
to make a Gain of them; he was not at any Time, 
tho' he ſays he might have been, burthenſome or 
chargeable unto them; no, he was deſirous of no- 
thing but to further them in the great and important 
Work of their Salvation; faithfully to execute his 
Maſter's Commands, ſtrictly and regularly to. diſ- 
charge the Miniſterial Office, and to propoſe to 
them a ſure and infallible Method here, of ſecuring 
to themſelves an exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory hercafter. This was the -Principle upon 
which he acted, this was his * Aim, his only View. 
And the more effectu ally to engage them to a chear- 
ful Compliance. with, and a conſcientious Obſer- 
vance of, the Rules he had preſcrib d, to an earneſt 
and vigorous Proſecution of their Duty, that ſo 
they might make the more conſiderable Progreſs in 
it ; his whole Behaviour towards them, and his per- 
Gnat Converſation with them, was ſuch, as did and 
could proceed from nothing but an honeſt Simplici- 
ty and a Godly Sincerity. Where he finds them 
remils and negligent, there he endeavours to en- 
courage, to animate, to quicken their Obedience. 
Where, in Point of Practice, their Behaviour has been 
any Way unwarrantable, there, in an affectionate, 
friendly Manner, he reproves them, and ＋ ſets be- 
ſs them the Ti bings that "oy had done. Thus, 
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nne bor, hot avis oft.” + Plalma « 30 21. ch | 
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they look. upon him, as 4 faithful and true Paſ- 
tor; he conſiders them (like Timothy) as his Sons in 
the Faith ; they have an Fae of him, he a Re- 
gard for them; 25 the Apo le and t hey the Seal and 
G1 of his Apo ſtleſhip. 

"Tis is the "View ha th Miniſters of Chriſt 
ought to have; this is the Way, by much the moſt 
likely Way, to render our Preaching effectual, and 
your Hearing profitable. And the Uſe Lſhall make 
of the Paſſage before us, of the Conduct of the 
Apoſtle, as well as that of his Converts, ſhall be 
to enlarge upon the three following Heads. 

Firſt, That the Clergy are ſtrictly oblig d not 
otily to pray for thoſe committed to their Care, but, 
in all Caſes whateyer, eſpecially thoſe of a Spiritual 
Nature, to do them all the good and friendly Oil 
ces they poſſibly can. 

eee br T. The equal Obligation the People are 
under, not to invade, or vilify their Office, but with 
Humility to receive, and with Chearfulneſs to com- 
ply with their Directions. 

Thirdly, The different Conſequences (with * 
to both) that will attend a regular Obſervance or a 
Plain Neglect of theſe Duties. 

I ſhall conclude with a Word or two of Advice, 
ſuch as I apprehend may be proper for me to give, 
and abſolutely neceſſary for you to take. 

1 begin with the Ft, That the Clergy are 
ſtrictly oblig d not only to pray for thoſe committed 
to their Care, but, in all Caſes whatever, eſpeciall 
thoſe of a Spiritual Nature, to do them all the good 
and friendly Offices they pofibly can. 

The Work of the Miniſtry is ſurely a very high 
Employment, and many Things are requiſite and ab- 


ſolutely 
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dot neceſſary for the due Diſcharge of it. Tis 
ms buy St. Chryſoſtom n o, who, tho' a 

Man, (and therefore indeed the more 

Enlible of Ren Weihe of it) hid himſelf for a con- 
ſiderable Time, purpoſely to decline it; and not- 
withſtanding the frequent Importunaties, the earneſt 
Solicitations of many of his moſt intimate Friends, 
it was no leſs than four Vears after that, before be 


. al think himſelf qualify'd for it, and accordingly 


perſuaded to it ——So great was his Modeſty, to. 
—— his Principles. 

It is very certain that in the primitive Times, all 
the Orthodox and Regular Clergy conſcientiouſly 
applied themſelves, wi the utmoſt Dilige nce and 
Induſtry, to the Promotion ae the 8 — Welfare 
of thoſe over whom the * Holy Gho had made them 
Overſeers, imploying themſelves in all Acts of Pi 


and Offices of Charity; conſtantly preaching to their 


People, praying wi them, and carefully watching, 
over them; and hence it was, as St. 7 has ob- 


ſerv'd, that they were generally hol d upon related to 


their Flocks, in the ſame Manner as a Shepherd to 


bis 22 or rather, a Parent to his Family. Here- 


in they have ſet us a moſt excellent Example, which, 
I hope, hitherto has. been, at preſent is, and 1 
will be ſtrictly and religiouſly obſerved... - 

It is undoubtedly in the Power of every Clergy- 
man, as ſuch, to do a great deal of Good; EIS: ac- 
cording as he is able, he is requir d to do it. As 


bad as the World is, (and God knows tis bad enough) 


yet ſtill, the Miniſters of Chriſt are not deſpiſed, 
merely for being ſo. Let them behave themſelves 


as — ſhould do, act in Character, deſerve Reed, 


A. 20: 28. 
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and they'll ſeldom fail of it. Then, thoſe only will 
deſpiſe them, by whom, really, they ſhould chooſe 

In all Cafes, without Exception, to whom much 
has been given, of them the more will be expected; 
and the higher the Office any one bears in the 
Church, the more he'll have to anſwer for. On 
the one Hand, his Reward will riſe in Proportion 
to his Labours, and he ſhall have * abundance; on 
the other, his Guilt will be aggravated, and his Pu- 
niſhment increas'd, according to the Nature of his 
Crimes, and the Dignity of his 4 Station too. 

The Clergy, (the kress, or Sors Dei) are empha- 
tically ſtyl'd in Scripture, the Miniſters | of Chriſt, 
and Stewards of the Myſteries of God; and it is ex- 
preſly ſaid, and ſtrictly requir'd of Stewards that a 
Man be found faithful. As their Undertaking 1s 


great, ſo ſhou'd their Care be as to the due Per- 


formance of it. | 

In the Form of Ordination, the firſt Queſtion 
put to thoſe who come to be ordained, 1s this, 
Do you truſt that you are inwardly mov'd by the Holy 
Ghoſt to take upon you this Office and Miniſtrati- 
on, to ſerve God for the Promoting of his Glory, and 
the Edifying of his People? A Queſtion of very 
great Import, and ſuch as I apprehend no Man can 
properly anſwer, but he who has ſeriouſly and con- 
ſiderately weigh'd the Matter, and in Conſequence 
of that, is determin'd, to the utmoſt of his Power, 
to fulfil the Intention of it When a Man has thus, 
in the more immediate Preſence of God, and the 
Face of the Congregation, ſolemnly dedicated him- 
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Matt. 25. 29. + Mizhty Men Hall be mightily tormented. 
Wiſdom 6. 6 4 1 Cor. 4. 1, 2. . 3 
B ſelf 
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ſelf and Services to the Honour of God, and be 
Edifying * of the Body of Chrift, ſurely he ſhould 
then look upon himſelf as quite a different Perſon, 
and for the be to be engaged in quite a differ- 
ent Way; and accordingly, let his Station, his Pre- 
ferment (as we call it) be what it will, High or 
Low, Rich or Poor, + his Delight frould be in the 
Law of the Lord, and in his Low ſhould he yy 
himſelf Day and Night. 

At firſt ſetting =; let his great Care be, by a 
regular Behaviour and an exemplary Life, to engage 
the Eſteem and Affection of thoſe among whom he 
is to reſide. If he is ſtrict as to the former of theſe, 
and if he ſucceeds in the latter, every Thing may 
be made eaſy, For tho', tis true indeed, the Pu- 

rity of the Doctrine does not depend upon the Piety 
of the Teacher, yet ſtill, and eſpecially with Re- 
gard to thoſe of an inferior Rank, this has always 
had a very conſiderable Weight. Much more Good 
may be done by + /iving, than barely by preaching 
well, || Be ye clean that bear the Veſſels o 5 4 the 
Lord. & H 25 becometh the Houſe of God, and 
1 the Miniſters that attend there. 
Again; he muſt not only in all Reſpects ſet them 
a good Example, but he muſt likewiſe have a Re- 
gerd for them. He ſhould ** gather them together 
as a Hen doth gather her Brood under her Wings, 
end ſhould endeavour to convince them, as much as 
he poſſibly can, that U he ſeeks not theirs but It 
them. I will not ſay that a Clergyman is ſtrictly 


= Ebeſ. 4. 12. J E/ 1. 2. Þ Efficacius eſt vitz quam lin- 
az teſtimonium. St. Cr. Bonum eft recta et honeſta 3 
ed niſi et facias mendacium eſt. Lactantius. | I/aiah. 52. 11 


P/ gz. 6. ** Luke 13. 34. II 2 Cor. 12. 14. II Not 
like Sau, who did not ſeek Sacrifices for God, but pray for himſelf. 
1 Sam. 15. 19. 
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oblig'd to ſpend: all his Time among his Pariſhion- 
ers, (I hope he is not;) but I 0 fay, and (I'm 
ſure I have very good Authority for it) that either 
he, or a proper Perſon under him, ſhould allow 
them a very conſiderable Part of it: Becauſe, by 
this Means, what he fays or does, will make a 
deeper Impreſſion, and probably be better taken; 
whereas, without this, many Things neceſſary, muſt 
neceſſarily be omitted. 
The Primitive Chriſtians, for the more Confirma- 
tion of the Faith, and that their Labours might be 
more ſucceſsful, in many Caſes underwent the ſe- 
vereſt Hardſhips. Thank God, we are upon a 
much eaſier Footing ; nothing is expected of us, 
but what may be done, comparatively, with very 
little Trouble, and without any Fatigue. At pre- 
ſent, thoſe only meet with Difficulties in the Dit- 
charge of their Duty, who either are wnea/y in their 
Way of Life, or elſe have raſhly undertaken more 
than they can eafily perform. | 

But farther : All Mankind in general are related 
as Brethren, and every Chriſtian, as ſuch, is to da 
his Neighbour all the Good he + can. This Obli- 
22 with Regard to the Clergy, riſes ſomewhat. 
igher. They are required (particularly) not to 
look on their own Things only, but every one allo + 
on the Things of others. They are to look cut for 
Opportunities of doing Good, and are nat only to 
practiſe it themſelves, but to recommend it to. 
athers. In Relation to themſelves, according to 
their Abilities, they ſhou'd relieve the Neceſſitous, 
comfort the Diſtreſs d, ¶ ſupport the Weak, and, in 


* 


* Heb. 11. 37. Homo ſum, human nihil a me alienum puto. 
4 Philipp. 2. 4 Ad, 20. 35. 
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ſhort, be as extenſively good as their Circumſtances 
will admit of. Not that they are oblig d to be/tow 
all their Goods to feed * the Poor, (which, I beheve, 
a great many would be glad if they were:) No, 
Part of them they may, and ought to reſerve for 
themſelves, and eſpecially. + for thoſe of their own 
Houſe ; Part of them too, they may lawfully and 
innocently enjoy. As to the Remainder, the more 
Charitably that is diſpos'd of, the better. 

With Regard to Spirituals, provided they obſerve 
a proper. Method, they cannot exert themſelves too 
much, Let them preach the Word; + be inſtant 
in Seaſon and out of * Seaſon, \| reprove, rebuke, ex- 
hort wwith all Authority. Let what they do, en- 
tirely agree with what they /ay ; their Preaching 
and their Practice ſhould go Hand in Hand. In 
one Word; let them make it their ſole Endeavour, 
their only Care, to ſave them ſelves & and theni that 
hear them. 

From the Duties incumbent upon the Clergy, 
proceed we, Secondly, to the Reſpect due to them 
from the Laity ; 4M are not to invade or vilify 
their Office, but with Humility to receive, and 
with Chearfulneſs to comply with their Directions. 

The very great Deference and Reſpect formerly 
paid to em, every one needs muſt know, who has 
been at all acquainted with the Infant State of 
Chriſtianity. -(Thus) the early Chriſtians, not only 
fold their Revenues, but brought the Money ** and 
laid it at the Apoſtles Feet ; entirely ſubmitted it to 
their Diſpoſal ; imagining that by this Means, it 
might not only be more properly, but, with Re- 


* 1 Cor. 13. , + 1 Tim. 5. 8. t 2 Tim. 4. 2. | Titus 
2. 15. y$ 1 Tim. 4. 16. Ads 4. 37. | ; 
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[9] 
gard to themſelves, more advantageouſly diſtributed. 
Their Succeſſors indeed, by no Means pretend to an 
equal Merit with Them. But, our Authority is 
every Way ſufficient, tho all are not * Apoſiles.— 
As to any particular Marks of Reſpect, theſe we 
can eaſily diſpenſe with, and very readily give up. 
We only defire, and that _ your Account more 
than our own, that you'll allow us a favourable 
Hearing, then, that what we preach you'll be fo 
good as to practiſe, fo far only, as it is agrecable to 
the Word of God, warranted by Scripture, and ne- 
ceſſary to everlaſting Salvation. . If any Man teach 
otherwiſe, and conſent not to wholſome Words, even 
the Words of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and to the Doc- 
trine which is according to Godlineſs, ſo far from 
being reſpected, that I let bim be accurſed. Let 


him be look'd — as fu to his God, and 


(like his Maſter) a Decei ver of the Brethren. The 
higher his Station, the more conſpicuous let his 
Diſgrace be. Let his Wickedneſs be had in Re- 
membrance in the Sight of the Lord, and not only in 
the next but in the preſent Generation, let his Name 
be clean put out: But then, Let & not the Righteous 
he condemn'd with the Wicked, that the Righteous 
ſbould be as the Wicked, let not that be. Let thoſe 
who are fincere and hearty in the Cauſe of God, 
who are an Ornament to their Profeſſion, and ** 
adorn the Doctrine of God their Saviour in all Things, 
let them w thus |||] rule well, be accounted worthy 
of double Honour, and 14 ęſteem them very highly in 
Love for their Works Sake | 


— — 
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* e 29. + 1 Tim. 6. 3. 7 Gal. 15 9. Pf/aln 
109. 13. „ 5 Cen. 18. 23. Lt 20. 10. ||| 1 Tim. 5. 17. 
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The Welfare of the Soul is much more to be con- 
ſider d than that of the Body; Eternal Happineſs is 
vaſtly preferable to Temporal ; therefore they who 
have at all contributed to the Saving of a Soul from 
Death, have thereby very much advanced the Glory. 
of God, and in the higheſt Inſtance ſhewn their 
Good-will towards Men. They cannot be too much 
eſteemed, too much reſpected, as being emphatically 
"Servants of God, and eminently Friends to Man- 
kind. It is impoſſible, it is not in the Nature of 
Things to make them an equal. Return, becauſe, 
from the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, 
there is nothing that a * Man can give in Exchange 
for his Soul. | CH 8 | 

It is very certain, that the Practical and Reveren- 
tial Sentiments due to Religion and Virtue, are not 
entertained in the Manner they ſhould be. It is 
likewiſe certain that as this is a Fault, it ought to be 
corrected, No Man ſhould be fo over-wiſe, fo 
felf-ſuthcient, as to be above Inſtruction, The Uſe 
and Importance then of a ſtanding Miniſtry for the 
feveral Views and Purpoſes of Religion, and more 
eſpecially for the Diſpenſation of the Word of God, 
muſt necetfrily be acknowledg'd ; and they who 
have a proper Authority, to repreſent (publickly) the 
Neceſſity of Vertue, and the Conſequences of Vice, 
to expoſe the one, and to recommend the other, have 
not only a Right to be heard, but, to be heard too 
very attentively. Whereas, for others, officiouſly to 
uſurp their Province, maliciouſly to miſrepreſent their 
Conduct, purpoſely to obſtruct their Labours, is 
wicked, and conſequently unwarrantable. In this 
Caſe hear and obſerve what our Bleſſed Saviour told 


* Matt. 16. 26. 
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the Diſciples: * He that deſpiſeth you, deſpijeth 
me, and he that deſpi ſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. 
To conclude this Head. | 

When any Duty comes recommended to you, al- 
low it a fair and ſerious Conſideration, then let it 
make a proper Impreſſion, and if you had before 
omitted it, let it produce a thorough Reformation, 
Is the Heinouſneſs, the Deformity, the Abſurdity, 
the Danger of Vice, the Preacher's Topick ? Let 
that deter you from the Commiſſion of it. So act, as 
to be able to give an Account of your Actions, ſo 
judge your ſelves, that ye be not judged of the Lord, and 
remember, that on this depends nothing leſs than 
your Eternal Happineſs or Miſery. Toy + unſpeak- 
able and full of Glory on the one Hand, Torments un- 
utterable and Flames inextinguiſhable on the other. 

And ſo I proceed, Thirdly, to the different Conſe- 
quences with Regard both to the Preachers and the 
Hearers of the Goſpel, that will attend a regular Ob- 
ſervance, or a plain Neglect of their reſpective Duties. 
Where are Words ſufficient to expreſs the very 
great Happineſs they ſhall be advanced to, who have 
co-operated with the Son of God in Reforming the 
World, I turn'd many unto Righteouſneſs, ſet forth 
the Glory of God, and both by their Life and Doctrine 
ſet forward the Salvation of Men. As they have been 
|| faithful and wiſe Servants, & be is faithful who 
has promis d, and will reward their Labours. An- 
gels ſhall one Day carry ** them into Abraham's 
Boſom, and Heaven and Earth proclaim their Praiſe, 
Vell done good and faithful Servant, thou 
haſt been faithful over a few Things, I will make 


* Luke 10. 16. Þ1 Pet. 1.8. I Dan. 12. 3. || Matt. 24. 45. 
$ Heb. 10. 3. Luke 16. 22. |||| Matt. 25. 23. 
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thee Ruler over many Things, enter thou into the Joy 
thy Lord. Thou haſt taken good Herd unto thy 

elf and unto thy Deftrine; and (like thy Bleſſed 
Maſter) of them + whom I gave thee 06 thou 
Iaſt none; none by ill Example, none by Neglect of 
Duty. Thou haſt been true to thy God, to thy 
Neighbour, and to thy ſelf. Now thou I. ſhall os 
the Labour of thine Hands, O well is thee and 
Halt thou be. Lit up your Heads O ye Gates, 
and be ye lift up ye everlaſting Doors —— 8 This ts 
the Gate of the Lord, the Righteous ſhall enter into 
8 * Thus ſhall it be done unto the Man whom 
the King of Kings delighteth to honour. But 

@s for thoje mine Enemies who world not chat IT ſhould 
reign over an prong them hither and flay them be- 
| ily upon them, 
and lei they go — quick into Hell, for Wickedueſs 
has been in their Dwellings and among them. 
Let them be laid down in the loweſs Pit, in a 
Place of Darkneſs and in the Deep. 

They have join'd with the grand Apoſtate in the 
Ruin of Souls, like him have been indefatigably in- 
q feeling whom they might devour. Their 

+ Prayers have been turn'd into Sin; and 
why ? Their I Preaching was of Curſing and Lies. 

Hear then ye Shepherds that have fed yourſelves 
and not the Flock. * Je hood not after that 
which was loſt, ye did not conrect him that wander d, 
nor bound up him ta WAS lame, but yet, ye did eat 


% Licaet.e... 2 
8 * 118. 20. Ether 6. 11. 1 Luke 19. 27. J P/. 58 7 
BH, 88. 5. ++ E, 109. 6. I P/ 50. 12. “ Perdi- 
tum non requiſeſtis, errantem non correxiſtis, claudum non colligaſtis, 


Lc tamen eorum edebatis, et lanis eorum operiebamini.— Apud 
Cyprianum. 
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their Milk, and were cover'd with their Wool. 
| Grofly have ye abuſed the Truſt repos'd in you, 
ſhamefully have ye neglected the Souls committed 
to your Care, and inſtead of ſhewing them the 
Way to Heaven, have hurried them down to Hell. 
* It js no good Report of you that ye have made the 
Lord's People to tronſgreſs. Therefore I will de- 
Aroy the + Fat and the Strong, the Great and the 
Mighty, the Rich and the Powerful among you, 
and I will feed you with Fudgment, t Weep now 
and howl, for your Miſeries are come upon you. Your 
Riches are corrupted, your Gold and Silver is canł- 
er'd, and the Ruſt of them ſhall be a Witneſs againſt 
you, Go ye || Curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepar'd 
for the Devil and his Angels. —— As for you who 
have Opportunities of hearing the Word of God, it is 
your Duty to obſerve and practiſe it, and not to be 
Hearers only. Whatſoever Things & were written 
aforetime were written for your Learning, and the 
Uſe you are to make of them, is to read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly di geſt them. And it will be ex- 
pected, that as you have been inſtructed in them, 
=_ ſhould be able to give an Account of them. 

he End of Knowledge is Practice ; if ye know your 
Duty, happy are ye if ye do it; if not, you ſhall 
be beaten * with many Stripes. If you are conſtant 
and regular at the Throne of Grace, you may de- 
pend upon obtaining Mercy, |||| and finding Grace 
to help in Time of Need. Great will be your Reward 
in Heaven, for what you have done here upon 
Earth. But, on the other Hand, ſhou'd the Reverſe 
of this be imputed to you, ſhould that be the Cale, 


* 1 Sam. 2. 24 ÞF Exel. 34. 16. $ Jaw $5. I, 3; 3 
| Matt. 25. 41. 5 Rom. 15. 8 ** Luke 12. 47. |||| Heb. 4. 16. 
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repent in Time; for, depend upon it, the Wages * 
of Sin is Death; the ſure and certain Conſequence 
will be the bitter Pains of Eternal Death, and ever- 
laſting Chains + under Darkneſs at the Judgment 
of the great Day. | 

Let me then ſeriouſly beſeech, and earneſtly ex- 
hort you, to be diligent to know, and careful to per- 
form your Duty. Conſider in this your Day the 

Things I that ſo much belong to your everlaſting 
Peace, before they are hid from your Eyes. And let 
me beg of you, not to draw upon yourſelves the 
Puniſhment of thoſe unworthy Wretches in the 
Goſpel, || who went one to his Farm, and another 
to his Merchandize ; one in Purſuit of the Profits, 
the other the Pleaſures of Life; one pretending the 
Neceſſity, the other the Conveniency of Abſence; 
till at laſt they were finally and irrecoverably exclud- 
ed from the Marriage Feaſt of the Great King: And 
this reminds me of what I propos'd, Fourthly and 
Laſtly, to conclude with a Word or two of Advice, 
ſuch as I apprehend may be proper for me to give, 
and abſolutely neceſſary for you to take. 

Tuo & Things in particular, during my ſhort Stay 
among you, have T requir'd of you, and now, at my 
parting with you, I pray you deny me them not. In 
the Firſt Place, you know I have endeayour'd, to 
the utmoſt of my Power, to bring you to a juſt 
Senſe of your Duty in Relation to Receiving the 
Sacrament. 

You have often heard me upon that particular 
Subject; I have given you the plaineſt, the moſt 
convincing Reaſons I think that could have been 


* Rom. 6. 23. + Jude v. 6. Þþ Luke 19. 42. | Matt. 
. Prov. 30. 7. 
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urg d why you ſhould receive it; have ſhewn you 
the abſolute Neceſſity of it; and have likewiſe an- 
ſwer'd (and that upon the beſt Authority, as I told 
you) all the Objections that you yourſelves have 
made to it. One wou'd have imagin'd, that after 
all this, ſomething might have been done. But I 
cannot ſay, that I have ſucceeded as I expected. — 
But I with I could. I hope my Succeſſor will; and 
may he finiſh with a more able and maſterl 
Hand the imperfect Structure of his leſs able Prede- 
ceſſor.— One Thing however I will ſay, which is 
ſo far from being entitled to the Reward, that unleſs 
you do Communicate, you'll hardly deſerve even the 
Name of Chriſtians. 

Some indeed there are (and with great Pleaſure 
have I obſerv'd it) who are conſtant and regular 
Communicants, and, I believe, live, as if they were 
every Day to Communicate. Go on and proſper, 
you'll one Day reap the Fruit of this your Labour, 
be * bleſſed in your Deed, and happy, beyond Ex- 
prefſion, in a glorious Immortality. That all of 
you would ſeriouſly conſider this Matter, is my firſt, 
my earneſt Requeſt. 

The other is, that when you come to Church, 
which, I am glad to fay, many of you regularly do, 
that then you would be fo good as to reflect, where 
you are, what you are about, and not (as the + 
Manner of 2 1 behave indecently or irreverent- 
ly: For, this will fruſtrate your Deſign in coming, 
and render, (as I have often told you) your Attend- 
ance ineffectual. 

Remember then the Charge which St. Paul gave 
his Corinthians, Let all Things be I done decently 


| Janes 1. 25, 1 Heb. 10.25. Þ 1 Cor. 14. 40. 
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end in Order ; and whenever you meet at. the Houſe 
of God, be aſſur'd that he is then particularly pre- 
ſent with you; —in the Midſt of you; —ſees all 
your Actions, and ſearches all your Thoughts. He 
who was your Creator, and is to be your Judge, 
at that Inſtant, ſpieth out all your Ways; will abun- 
dantly reward you if you behave yourſelves as you 
ſhould do ; will puniſh you to all Eternity, if you 
{light and affront him. Surely this Reflection ſhould 
reſtrain you ; ſurely it ſhould prevent any looſe Car- 
riage, or trifling Behaviour. 

No Brethren, I commend you to God, and to 
the Word of his Grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an Inheritance among all them 
which are ſancti ſied. | 
The Time will come (God knows how ſoon) 
when 1 ſhall be called upon to give an Account of 

my Miniſtry, and you for the Uſes you have made 
of it. God Almighty grant that both of us may 
+ give up our Accounts with Joy, and not with 
Greef. On my Part, *tis my Comfort, that 1 
have declar'd to you, according to my Ability, (mean 
indeed it is) whatever I knew of the whole Counſel 
of God. Upon you I conceive it is incumbent, that 
you receive not the Grace of God in vain———If then 

I have 7 ever found Favour in your Sight, if you 

1 | have ever inclin'd your Ears to the Words of 

[ Mouth, let theſe (and the laſt I ſhall ever ſpeak 

to you in my preſent Capacity) fink deep into your 

Hearts; there let them have a peculiar Weight, and 


a laſting Influence. 


— 


" — 


T Heb. 13. 17. t Gen. 18. 3. 4 FE 78. 1. 


* Set 


7 Ae, 20. 32. 


71 

* Set God how before you. - + © Confider your- 
e ſelves upon each proper Occafion, as in the Pre- 
B Vence of your moſt Holy Judge; that Preſence, to 

<< which you will one Day in ones with all the 
Pomp of Heaven, and all the Convuljuns of an 
« expiring World, to attend and to awaken you. 
« $9 behave in every Circumſtance of Life, that 
* you may have no Reaſon lo dread the End of 
B Imagine the Dawn of the tremendous 
„Day to be breaking in upon you ; your ſelves juſt 

* awaking from the Sleep of Death, and preparing 
* t0.bear your reſpective Parts in that folemn Audit: 
* Think what you then would give, or what you 
< would not be content. to part with, for the An- 

ce fiber of a good Conſcience to the ſeveral Queries of 
- Jour awful Fudge. What you may then lament 

* with weeping and wailing and gnaſbing of Teeth, 

* with fruitleſs Tears, and Anguiſh of Soul 2 
« ble and in 2 2 Ih now, 1, you pleaſe, 

* Confider to WM by a due Improve- 

* ment of this eng gb may be wiſe for Eternity, 

* and happy for ever. 

Finally | Brethren farewell : May the Father 
of Mercies and God of all Comfort ever protect and 
defend you, lead you into the right Way, and keep 
you there. - May you be ever happy, bleſt with the 
unſpeakable Joys of a good Conſcience here, and 
everlaſtingly rewarded for it hereafter. The Lord 
of Peace & give you Peace aluays, by all Means. 
The Lord be with you all. —Our ** Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ara 64 and God even our Father, which 
bath loved us, and hath given us everlaſt ng Con- 


7— — 
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An! 
ſolation and good Hope thro” Grace, comfort your 
Hearts, and *flabliſh you in every good Word and 
Work. | 

In one Word, and by Way of my laſt Advice 
to you, have always in View the * End of your 
Faith, even the Salvation of your Souls: And in 
all your Concerns both Spiritual and Temporal, (but 
eſpecially the former) the_ + Lord profper you, I 
wiſh you good Luck in the Name of the Lord. 
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A Lays come to Church (when you poſlibly can) 
before the Service begins. Becauſe, unleſs you 
have made your Confeſſion, you can have no Pre- 
tence to the Benefit of Abſolution. 
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Our Rejoicing is this, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience. 


HAT a good Conſcience is a continual 
T (9 Feaſt, none can deny but thoſe, who don't 
know what a good Conſcience is. Happy 

i the few, who by their Behaviour abroad 
always ſecure a Friend at home. Herein they * do 
rejoice, yea and will rejoice, They do not, becauſai 


they cannot, + fear what Man, or the worlt of. 
Men, can do unto them, Let Malice rail, or Envy 
traduce, let Ill-nature do its worſt, and wicked Men 


ſhoot out their 4 Arrows, even bitter Words, their 
Efforts. are vain, they only ſhew their Weakneſs ; 
they may ſtrike, but they cannot hurt ——This 1s 


the Strength, this is the Glory of a Man, to be al- 


ways upon his Guard, happy in himſelf, indepen- 
dent of others, afraid of no Evil, becauſe conſcious 
of none. 
let him have Reaſon ſufficient to ſay that he has 
lived in all || good Conſcience before God, and before 
them he'll have enough to ſay. Regardleſs of their 
Threats, he will not fear their Inflictions: What 
be ſays indeed may make even a & Judge tremble, 
but what they can ſay to him will ſignify nothing. 
His ** Heart is 'flabliſh'd and will not ſhrink, his 
Conſcience is his Witneſs, and the beſt Witneſs that 
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Let St. Paul appear before the Council, 
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a Man can bring. True Peace of Mind is what this 
World cannot give, and it is likewiſe what it cannot 
take away. As on the one Hand, its Terrors are 
trifling, ſo on the other, its Joys are tranſient. No 
Man ſhould depend upon the one, or in any Degree 
fear the other. But as for ſolid, ſubſtantial, and 
durable Happineſs, a Man mult look for it at home; 
if it is not there, it is no where, Very applicable 
in this Caſe is the Remark of the Roman Orator, 
The Seat of Happineſs * is in a Man's own Breaſt : 
Every Man muſt neceſſarily be happy, who by pro- 
per Care and the Uſe of proper Means endeavours to 
make and keep himſelf fo; as a very good + Wri- 
ter has well chſerv'd, © The Quieting of our Paſſions, 
* the Government of our Minds, the Exerciſe of 
* Reaſon and the Diſcharge of Conſcience, the Prac- 
* tice of Virtue and the Avoiding of Vice, are the 
* only Evidences of preſent Comfort, and the ſureſt 
% Foundations for everlaſting Felicity.“ Our Re- 
joicing is this, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience. 

In the further Handling of the Words before us, 
I ſhall endeavour to prove this Aſſertion, that to be 
geod is to be happy; and as the Performance of the 
Duty immediately entitles vs to the Reward of it, a 
very little, J imagine, might recommend it to your 
Practice, and, I ſhould think, ſufficiently enforce the 
Obſervance of it upon your Conſciences. 

Wie cannot but obſerve, for conſtant Experience 
confirms it to us, that in our Purſuits after world! 
Happineſs, we are generally diſappointed, and ſel- 
dom meet with the defir'd Succeſs : And no won- 
der; for bad muſt needs be the Superſtructure, 


* Kemo poteſt non beatiſſimus effe, qui eſt totus aptus ex ſeſe, quiq; 
in ſe uno {ua ponit omnia. Tully. + Dr. Orthodoxus. 
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where the Foundation is weak. St. Peter was 
miſtaken, (and therefare by the Way not infallible) 
it is not good for * us to be here, The more we 
like our Place of Reſidence, the ſooner we ſhould 
leave it ; the more enticing the Bait, the greater the 
Danger. But this is owing to our Want of Jadg- 
ment. If we ſeriouſly conſider theſe Things, we ſhall 
find that there is really no Temptation at all. The 
greateſt Honours that this World can give, are but 
imaginary, Phantoms and Shadows, the tranſient 
Illuſions of a pleaſing Dream, The more we de- 
pend upon them, the more they'll deceive us; the 
greater our Confidence, the ſurer our Ruin. They 
may come to us in Sheeps 4 Cloathing, but depend 
upon it, they are inwardly ravening 2 e. They 
may promiſe us Liberty, but the only Way to be 
free indeed, is to be free from them. Why then 
ſhould awe 4 ſpend the Money for that which is not 
Bread, and our Labour for that which ſatisfieth 
not. No Man in his Senſes would do this, would 
exchange certain and laſting Pleaſure, for as certain 
and laſting Pain; which is exactly the State of the 
Caſe———There is nothing but Heaven truly worth 
ſeeking, nothing but the Favour of God can make 
us ing: Great. The only Way to be happy here, 
is to ſtudy to be fo hereafter ; but, if in this Life 
only |} we have Hope in Chriſt, we are of all Men 
moſt miſerable. Me may talk of Pleaſures and 
« Enjoyments,” (ſaid a $ Great Man of our Church) 
hut no Man ever yet found them, till he became 
*« acquainted with God,” And how ſhould it be 
otherwiſe ? The Thing ſpeaks itſelf. Where ſhould 
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41 
we go for Peace, but to the Author of Peace? 
Where ſhould we apply for Happineſs, but to the 
Fountain and Foundation of all Happineſs, God 
and his Service? Surely our Hearts ſhould there be 


fi d, for there and there only true Joys are to be 
found. | ; 


There never was an Inſtance J believe of any one 
Man, who repented that he had done his Duty. 
Many have repented, and (I hope) very heartily too, 
that they had not. Such is the Nature of the Goſ- 
pel Injunctions, that a Compliance with them muſt 
neceſſarily ſecure our real Intereſt. Great is the 
Peace that they have who love God's Law, * and they 
are not offended at it. They cannot but approve its 
Precepts, and have nothing to do but to follow its 
Directions. Bleſſed are they that keep & his Teſtimo- 
nies, and ſeek him with their whole Heart. I Give 
us but Underſtanding, and the immediate Conſe- 
quence will be, that we ſhall keep thy Law ; they 
are without || Underſtanding that work Wickedneſs , 
they act directly in Oppoſition to themſelves, and 
ſtudy to be miſerable. We cannot but allow, that 
in all Cafes, he muſt be the moſt competent Judge 
of any Matter, who has made the faireſt Tryal of 
it, It is faid of David, that he was a Man after 
God's own Heart, Now if we look into the Beha- 
viour of this Great Man, we ſhall obſerve, that he 
never could commit any one Sin, but it carrięd with 
it its own Puniſhment. Let him (for Inſtance) lie 
with Bathſbeba, ſeduce at that Time the innocent 
Wife of the honeſt Uriah, When he comes to 


reflect upon this, the immediate Conſequence will 
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be, there is no Health in my Fleſh, becauſe * of thy 
Diſpleaſure ; neither is there any Reſt in my Bones, 
by Reaſon of my Sin. My Tears have + been my 
Meat Day and Night, He may do this Thing 
ſecretly, but the Enormity of it ſhall be expos'd 
before all Iſrael and before the Sun. 

On the other Hand, let him behave himſelf as 
he ſhould do, like a god as well as great Man; 


let his Conſcience approve his Conduct, and his 


Ways pleaſe the Lord, and hell make || even his Ene- 
mies to be at Peace with bim: Then, & Songs of 
Deliverance ſhall proclaim his great Benefactor, and 
Hymns of Joy celebrate his Maker's Praiſe. Take** the 
Pſalm, bring hither the merry Harp with the Lute. 
For thou ||| Lord haſt made me glad thro thy 
Works, and J will rejoice in giving Praiſe, for the 
Operations of thy Hands. Thy Grace has enabled 
me to do my Duty, and now I feel the bleſſed Ef- 
fects of it, therefore ill I praiſe thee and thy Faith- 
fulneſs O God, playing upon I an Inſtrument of 
Mufick, unto thee will I ſing upon the Harp, O thou 
Holy One of Iſrael. My Lips will be fain when T 
ing unto thee, and ſo will my Soul whom thou haſt 
delivered. Such is thy Goodneſs, and fo great has 
been thy Mercy towards me, that I can never praiſe 
thee enough, the utmoſt Extent of Gratitude can- 
not reach thee. O ing d Praiſes, fing Praiſes 
unto our God, O ſing Praiſes, fins Praiſes to our 
King. This 1s the Language of the good Man, and 
this he very +Þ Joy of his Heart. Happen what it 
will, the ||S|] Praiſes of God ſhall be in his Mouth. 
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Suppoſe him, with Regard to Circumſtances, in the 
meaneſt, the moſt dejected, and the moſt diſconſo- 
late Condition imaginable. Look upon him bereav- 
ed of Friends, diſappointed in all his Deſigns, and 
in ſhort in the utmoſt Diitreſs. With this me- 
lancholy Proſpect all around him, theſe Clouds of 
Darknek hanging over him, what can he do? 
What Scheme can he form ? What Remedy can be 
thought of equal to fo great a Ditorder ?— Why 
really at firſt the Caſe ſeems hard; Great are bis 
Troubles, * but the Lord will deltver him out of 
ell. Is there + no Balm in Gilead? Is there no 
Phyfician there? Yes furely, ſerious Thoughts, 

roper Reflections will make every Thing eaſy. 
'Tis true indeed, his Friends forſake him, but he 
has one Friend upon Earth, and a much better 
Friend in Heaven, who will never leave him, nor 
forfake him. This he knows, this he is aſſur'd of, 
and this will enable him to extract ſweet from bit- 
ter, and Comfort from the darkeſt Vieiſſitudes of 
Providence. Again ; but perhaps his Friends 
may nat forſake him, they may be Friends indeed, 
fincere and faithful, but it may pleaſe God to take 
them from him; and in this Caſe, how will he 
behave ? Without murmuring, without the leaſt 
Diſcontent ; calm and ſerene will his Behaviour be. 
The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, f. 
and bleſſed bo the Name of the Lord. In this Man- 
ner will he reflect, and no Evil ſhall proceed out of 
his Mouth ; no unjuſt Complaint, no exceſs of Sor- 
row fhall at all difcompaſe him: He'll be thankful 
_ even for the little Time he enjoy'd them, and 
think himſelf happy that he did not joſe them ſooner. 
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— Once more; and inſtead of his Friends, let 
us now conſider him as lying on the Bed of Sick- 
neſs, and (like 1/-ael) bowing himſelf upon * the Red's 
Head. Like Tjrael too he'll be eaſy and compos d, his 
Faith will overcome his Fears, fully ſatisfy'd that 
as he has liv'd, ſo he ſhall die unto the Lord. 
At the Approach of Death, there is certainly ſome- 
thing very ſhocking to human Nature. Soul and 
Body, ſuch cloſe, ſuch intimate Companions cannot 
part without ſome Reluctance, will not be disjoin'd 
and ſeparated without fome Difficulty, It was this that 
made a very good + Man once declare, juſt upon expir- 
ing © That he could not but confeſs that he felt ſome 
* little Degrees of Pain, but his Pain was nothing 
* ſo extraordinary as his Hopes: And this will be 
the Caſe of every good Man, when he comes to 
die. Reflections upon a Lite well-ſpent, a Conſci- 
ence void of Offence, and a Hope full of Immor- 
tality, will enable a Man to ſuſtain his Infirmities 
be they ever ſo great, to bear up under his Pains 
be they ever ſo acute. This is the Victory that 
overcometh t the World, even our Faith, This is 
the only Cordial that can revive a drooping Spi- 
rit, the || one Thing needful, the only Thing abto- 
lutely neceſſary to give Comfort and Courage at the 
Hour of Death. | 

It has been obſerv'd, that Books have made Cow- 
ards talk nobly of Death, but when the Time 
comes, generally ſpeaking, their Courage fails them. 
Unleſs they have been well acquainted with the 
Book of Life, unleſs they have been wiſe to true 
and laſting Purpoſes, and made a timely. Security 
of their immortal and better Part, all their other 
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Knowledge will profit them nothing. Inſtead of 
Comfort, it will only ſerve to encreaſe their Sor- 
row, to add Fewel to the Flame, and to make 
their Pain exceeding painful. | 

It is very certain (to uſe a very familiar Expreſſion) 
that in general Knowledge is no Burden ; and it is 
as certain, that all Knowledge is ſuperficial, but 
true Knowledge. St. Paul, no doubt of it, was a 
very learned Man, and yet he declares that he de- 
| termin'd to know nothing ſave Feſus Chriſt and him 
crucified. - His other Knowledge might be of Ser- 
vice to him upon particular Occaſions ; but this, 
he well knew, would always ſtand him in the 
greateſt Stead, and in all .Caſes whatever. be the 
greateſt Comfort and Support to him. * I deter- 
min d, (ſays he) not to know any Thing among you, 
fave Jeſiss Chriſt and him crucified. 1 plainly per- 
ceive, and am fully convinced, that all other Know- 
| ledge is trifling in Compariſon of this. This is 
the thing that is right, + and this will bring a 
Man Peace at the laſt, Accordingly, at his firſt 
ſetting out, he came not to his Corinthians with 
Excellency of Speech or of Wiſdom, I declaring unto 
them the Teſtimony of God. No; his Speech and 
bis Preaching || were not with enticing Words of 
Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit 
and of Power; and the Reaſon was, that Zherr 
Faith might not ſtand in the Wiſdom of Men, but 
in the Power of Ged. In another Place, and at 
another Time, he adviſes the Romans 0 be wiſe 
unto that which & is good, and ſimple concerning 


Evil. To be wil in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the 
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Word, Wiſe unto Salvation, and (like the Man of 
God) * thoroughly furniſhed unto all good Works. 
He gives it as a very extraordinary Character of 
Timothy, that from a + Child he had known the Holy 
Scriptures; well obſerving that that Knowledge 
he'd be the. better for; that would make him a 
good Man and a good Chriſtian ; able to do Good 
here, and qualify him for the Reward of it here- 
after. He himſelf knew experimentally, that the 
Comforts arifing from the Promiſes of God, would 
be abundantly able to refreſh his Soul, when no- 
thing elſe could ; and therefore it is, that he ſo em- 
phatically charges him above all Things, to hold 7 
Faith and a good Conſcience, O Timothy keep that 
which 1s || commited to thy Truſt. & Take Heed to 
thyſelf and to thy Doctrine. ** Meditate upon 
theſe Things, give thyſelf wholly to them. In ſhort, 
be particularly careful to do thy Duty, and then 
thou can'ſt not fail of being happy. Better Advice 
J cannot give thee, better Advice thou can'ſt not 
take. He calls him his own |||| Son in the Faith, 
and ſeems, in all Reſpects to regard him, even as a 
Father the Son in I whom he delighteth. Timothy 
travel'd many Years with St. Paul, and by that 
Means, as a farther Encouragement, every Day 
ſaw that very Behaviour which St. Paul had re- 
commended to him. The Conſequence of which 
Behaviour was, when St. Paul came to die, and 
the Time of his Departure I - was at Hand, 
inſtead of being afraid, he defires ++ to depart. 
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101 
Raisd above the World by a juſt Senſe of his 
Immortality; indifferent to the Terrors and Satis- 


factions of Life, and regardleſs of the Power of 


Death, he triumphs in the Arguments and Proſ- 
pects of his Religion, and even antecedent to his 
Diſſolution, anticipates the Reward of a glorious 
Futurity. Death could not appear terrible to him, 
ſince it could only rob him of that which he was 
prepar'd to part with, and even begg'd to exchange 
for that Kingdom which his Conduct here, he well 


knew, would ſecure to him the Enjoyment of here- 
after. I know * whom I have behev'd, and I am 


perſfwaded that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him. I have + fought a good Fight, 
J have fimſh'd my Courſe, I have kept the Faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for ne a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Fudge 
ſhall give me at that Day. : 

O triumphant Innocence ! O impregnable Vir- 
tue! How art thou wanted in the Day of Diſtreſs, 
in the needful Time of Trouble! How faint and 
languid is every earthly Comfort without thee.! 
Thou art the Phyſician of the Soul ; in all Caſes of 
Extremity, the only preſent Help, the only ſure 
unerring Guide. | 


Mark the perfect + Man and bebold the upright, 


for the End of that Man is Peace. He, he only 


has Courage to ſuſtain the Shock; he has Strength 
for the laſt Rencounter ; he has Virtue to ſecure the 
Victory. Happy Man! Enter into the Joy of thy 


Lord, and dwell on the Contemplation of thy 


Virtues to all Eternity. Fools may have || accounted 


mm. 
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thy Life Madneſs, and thy End to be without Honour: 
But how art * thou numbred with the Children of 
God, and thy Lot is among the Saints. Happy + 
are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe, yea-bleſſed 
are the People who have the Lord for their God: 
But, as for the + Ungodly it is not ſo with them, 
They are hke the || troubled Sea when it cannot reſt. 
There is no Peace ſaith my God to the Wicked. 
As they live without Thought, they muſt die with- 
out Hope. If Cain kills his Brother, his ' Puniſh- 
ment will be greater than he can bear, © Conſcious 
of his Guilt and uneaſy in himſelf, deſerving no 
Favour, and therefore expecting none, he'll ima- 
gine that the firſt Man that finds him & wi Joy 
him. So juſt is that of Solomon, the wicked fee 
when no ** Man purſueth, but the Righteous are 
as bold as a Lion. Very different is their Carri- 
age, becauſe their Conduct is ſo. 

Had Zimri Peace ||\| who flew his Maſter? No 
ſure: As he committed the Fact, he'll feel the Ef- 
fect. He did that which was evil in the Sight of 
the Lord, and was therefore cut off in bis Intquity, 
As he had no Right to reign at all, his Reign was 
ſhort. He reign'd but ſeven Days, and then burnt 
himſelf in that very Palace which he had unlaw- 
fully uſurp'd ; uneaſy, no doubt of it, at what he 
had done, and unable to bear the heavy Load of an 
upbraiding Conſcience. Well did a Heathen long 
ago abſerve, that it was impoſſible for a wicked 44 
Man to be happy. In another Place he gives his 
Reaſon for it; his Conſcience won't let him reft ; 
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he himſelf, ſays he, ſhall be the very ' Perſon 
that * firſt condemns him.—When Ananias and 
+ Sapphira ſold tbeir Poſſeſſion, and yet reſerv'd Part 
of it to themſelves, tis very obſervable, tho they 
had form'd their Scheme, and had agreed together, 
yet, upon being taxed 'with what they had done, 
they immediately pleaded guilty. So ſtrong was 
the Force of Conſcience, that it could not be 
evaded ; ſo plain their Guilt, that it could not be 
conceal'd. No Evidence appear'd againſt them, 
and yet their own Mouths condemn'd them. Th 
were not able to reſiſt the Wiſdom and I the Spirit by 
which St. Peter pale. There is no Way of ac- 
counting for this but only (if I may be allow'd the 
Expreſſion) that Truth || will out; if a Man will 
be wicked, his Conſcience (as long as he has any) 
will tell him fo. Ne | 

To trace this Matter to its Fountain-head ; and 
inſtead of many, to enforce what has been hitherto 
obſery'd with only one Inſtance more. How came 
Adam and Eve to know that they were naked? Who 
told them & that they avere naked? They knew they 
had tranſgreſs d; they knew they had done what 
they ought by no means to have done, and what 
nothing ſhould have induced them to have done. 
The Conſequence of which was, that they hid ** 
themſelves ; afraid to ſee the Face, or even hear the 
Voice of that God, whom they had ſo groſly abus d. 

And now, from what has been ſaid, and in order 
profitably to apply it, let us learn this uſeful Leſ- 


prima ſt hzc ultio, quod, fe 3 

. Judice, nemo nocens abſolvitur. Juw. Sat. 13. 
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fon, Whatever we take in Hand, always * to re- 
member the End. He only. can reaſonably expect 
Succeſs, who by proper Means purſues a proper 
End, and by keeping Innocency takes heed unto the 
Thing that is right. This Method will carry a 
Man ſmoothly down the Stream of Providence: 
No Obſtructions will diſquiet him, no Dangers 
alarm his Fears. His inward Serenity will make 
every thing without ſerene ; his Indifference to Life 
will reconcile him to the Diſtrefſes of it. A good 
Man (ſays Solomon) ſhall be + jattsfied from himſelf. 
He does not depend upon Uncertainties, or build 
upon Sands, He knows the Sphere he is to act in, 
and is only ſolicitous to act honourably, and to diſ- 
charge his Duty faithfully. As to the Iſſue or 
Event of Things, that he leaves to Providence. He 
it only concern'd as to the Management of his 
Truſt, and, provided his Meaſures have been war- 
rantable, the Conſequence, he well knows, cannot 
make them criminal. The Lot is caſt into the Lap, 
but the * whole Diſpofing thereof is of the Lord. 
As to outward Circumſtances, they are really, in 
themſelves, ſo very trifling, that in the preſent Caſe, 
they are not worthy to be conſider d: We may ob- 
ſerve indeed, that Riches are undoubtedly a very 
great Bleſſing, becauſe they are a Means of doing 
a great deal of Good; and the Conſequence of a 
Man's doing Good to others, is, in Effect, doing 
Good to himſelf, View them in any other Light, 
and they are below a wiſe Man's Notice. A poor 
Man, if he will, may at any Time have a very 
good Conſcience, but a rich Man could never pur- 
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chaſe one. If he could, many there are, who at 
particular Times, and upon preſſing Occaſions, 
would give all they had in the World, # buy 
this * Pearl of great Price. But it is ineſtima- 
ble; none ever knew the Worth of it, but they 
who have it ; and they who have it, will never 
with it. The Son of Syrach, as in all Reſpects in 
general, fo in this in particular, argues very wiſely, 
Whether a Man be rich or poor, if he hasa good Heart 
towards the Lord, he ſhall always + rejoice with a 
chear ful Countenance —— Thus is our Happineſs the 
Reſult of our Duty, and inſeparable from it. 
Now may we reſt aſſur d, that fo. be good is to be 
happy. -Angels are happier, becauſe they are 
better. To be þ wiſe, is to be wiſe for ourſelves ; and 
the only Way to be truly wiſe for ourſelves, is to be 
wiſe unto Salvation. Happy the Man whoſe Duty 
is his Delight, and his God his Glory. Beautiful is 
that Expreſſion of St. || Auſtin's, * Becauſe thou 
* haſt made us for thyſelf (O God) our Heart can 
e never be at Reſt till it refls in Thee.” Becauſe 
Thou haſt put us in a plain, eaſy Way of being hap- 
py; becauſe Thou haſt given us great and glorious 
| Promiſes, and haſt propos d Thyſelf as the only 
adequate Object of our Happineſs, Miſerable muſt 
we be, if after all this, we neglec#  /o great Sal- 
vation. > | 
Let us not abuſe the Means of Grace, but let us 
rather by a proper, regular Behaviour, improve by 
Grace, what is defign'd to be compleated in Glory. 
: The Righteous * will conſider this and rejoice, and 
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the Mouth of all We. 5 * be topp d. Wheſo* 
zs wiſe will ponder theſe Things, and 20 ſhall under- 

the 22 5 of File Lind 2 taſte and 
Jer that the Lord is good, * bleſſed is the Man that 
truſteth in Him. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons and One Eternal 
God be aſcrib'd, as is moſt ſtrictly due, all Glory 
and Honour and Praiſe now and ever. Amen. 
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The END. 


ER TL 
AGE 15, Line 8. read 7 wiſh I could. But I hope 
my Succeſſor will. P. 16. 1. 12. read And now Bre- 
thren. I.. 28, dele and. — SER M. II. p. 2. 1, 15, read 
and the Government of our Minds. | 
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